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Summary 

The Tax Increase Prevention Act of 2014 (P.L. 113-295), signed into law on December 19, 2014, 
made tax provisions that had expired at the end of 2013 available to taxpayers for the 2014 tax 
year. The law extended most (but not all) provisions that had expired at the end of 2013. Several 
bills have been considered in the 1 14 th Congress to make some provisions permanent, including 
the deduction for state and local sales taxes (H.R. 622) and the deduction for teacher’s expenses 
(H.R. 2692 and H.R. 2940), both discussed in this report. The Senate Finance Committee has 
reported legislation, the Tax Relief Extension Act of 2015 (S. 1946), that would retroactively 
extend expired tax provisions for two years, through 2016. 

These and other temporary tax provisions that are regularly extended for one or two years are 
often referred to as “tax extenders.” This report briefly summarizes and discusses selected items 
categorized as individual tax provisions. It does not include housing and charitable provisions that 
are reviewed in other CRS reports. These reports include CRS Report R435 17, Recently Expired 
Charitable Tax Provisions (“Tax Extenders ”): In Brief, by Jane G. Gravelle and Molly F. 
Sherlock; CRS Report R435 10, Selected Recently Expired Business Tax Provisions (“Tax 
Extenders”), by Jane G. Gravelle, Donald J. Marples, and Molly F. Sherlock; CRS Report 
R43449, Recently Expired Housing Related Tax Provisions (“Tax Extenders ”): In Brief, by Mark 
P. Keightley; and CRS Report R43541, Recently Expired Community Assistance-Related Tax 
Provisions (“Tax Extenders”): In Brief, by Sean Lowry. 

The four provisions discussed, with their revenue costs for a one-year extension, are 

• Above -the-Line Deduction for Certain Expenses of Elementary and Secondary 
School Teachers, 

• Deduction for State and Local Sales Taxes, 

• Above-the-Line Deduction for Qualified Tuition and Related Expenses, and 

• Parity for Exclusion for Employer-Provided Mass Transit and Parking Benefits. 

In terms of revenue, the most significant provision is the optional deduction for sales taxes, which 
is estimated to cost $6.7 billion if extended for two years. The next largest is the deduction for 
tuition expenses at $0.6 billion, followed by the classroom expense deduction at $0.5 billion. The 
mass transit provision costs $0.2 billion. 
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